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Some Hebrew and Phoenician Inscriptions. — By Hans H. 
Spoer, Ph.D., American School of Archaeology, Jeru- 
salem. 

i. New Ossuaries from Jerusalem. 

A. Ossuaries in the German JBenedictine Convent. 

Through the kindness of the Rev. P. Cornelius, the Prior, 
and the Rev. P. Mauritius of the German Benedictine Convent 
at Jerusalem, I am enabled to publish the following inscriptions 
found upon ossuaries now in their possession. I wish to express 
my thanks to them for the interest they have taken in this 
matter. 

The ossuaries were found southeast of Jerusalem, not far 
from the site of "Schick's amphitheatre." Most of the inscrip- 
tions are, as is commonly the case on ossuaries, bilingual. 
Father Mauritius proposes soon to publish an account of the 
specially interesting tomb in which most of these ossuaries were 
found, including another now in the possession of the Convent 
of St. Anne at Jerusalem; see the Revue Biblique 1904, p. 263. 
This tomb has the rare distinction of being closed by a rolling 
stone. 
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This is apparently ITDty. YoyoJclh, cf. 3H'V. 
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The name Judah is found on several ossuaries. 

3. This inscription (see the Plate) is on the upper edge of 
the ossuary. 

rvptr nn** ono 

Mariame Miry am wife of Yahqiah 

4. Inscription (see the Plate) placed as in No. 3. 

6AKABH Sm& hft* ^v/iW 

pinto nnx 3frW*?lt 

Elisabeth Elisabeth wife of Tarpon 

5. These inscriptions are written in the right and left upper 
corners of the ossuary: 
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EAIEZPOS KJ^ii 

EAEAZAPOY *V? p 

Eliezer the son of Eleazar Eliezer the son of Levi 
It would seem that this ossuary has been the depository for 

two bodies. 

For the curious K cf. Lidzbarski, Ephem. II. p. 196, the J$ of 

!"DX- The name "lfJ^N appears without * on the ossuary 

published in the Rev, JBibl. 1904, p. 263. 

AEYEI2 

Levi 



Vol. xxviii.] Some Hebrew and Phoenician Inscriptions. 357 



7. Crosswise upon the lid is found the name 



tpt 



and lengthwise 
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The same names occur, one on each side of the ossuary 

It may be that this Tarpon was the husband of the woman 
mentioned in No. 4. 

8. On a broken lid of an ossuary is found the inscription 






9. This monogram 
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is on one side of a roof-shaped lid. It may possibly stand for 
EAIS[ABH] ; the first four letters can easily be made out. On 
the other side of the lid are the letters 
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10. On a stone slab which formerly closed one of the loculi 
is written in black the name 




11. On another slab, which served the same purpose as No. 
10, being, however, covered with a thick layer of mortar, were 
made with the finger in the mortar, while it was still soft, the 
following letters: 




B. An Ossuary from the Mount of Olives. 

On an ossuary recently discovered on the Mount of Olives, 
and now in the possession of an English gentleman, is found 
the following inscription: 





nmo 
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The words are found on the opposite extremities of the ossuary. 
The letters are from one to two inches in height and very crude, 
although more deeply cut into the stone than is usual. The 
name nrnD = NmD occurs elsewhere on an ossuary described 
by M. Clermont-Ganneau. 

2. A Phoenician Seal. 

This seal, found at Sidon, and now in my possession, is so 
much worn that the first letter of each line is almost obliterated ; 
see the Plate, p. 355. It reads: 

That portion of the stone which presumably contained the 
letter 7 is now completely worn away. 

[In the second line, the first letter can hardly be * ; and is not 
the last letter * rather than 1 ? The fourth letter cannot be 
p , and is probably *? ; see the similar forms in Euting's Tabula 
scripturae aramaicae. A second impression of the seal, just 
received from Dr. Spoer, shows plainly a closed loop at the top 
of the last letter in the first line. That is, it is either 2 or 1 . 

I believe the reading to be : 

"7JQN like ^pDDK; for ^flf we might compare the Arabic 
Ztihal (Saturn), and the problematic rfoflt of the Old Testa- 
ment. Ed.] 
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